GENITIVE OF QUANTITY: GRAMMATICAL GOVERNMENT
AND SEMANTICS

Summary

Genitives governed by lexical units of quantity and partitive genitives are used in the.same syn-
tactical positions, that of the subject and that of the direct object. Although both definite and inde-
finite quantity can be expressed by lexical units which govern a genitive, grammatical concord is
observed only in the expressions of definite quantity (cf. desimt vyry, and devyni vyrai),! whereas
indefinite quantity is expressed by the partitive genitive. However, the use of the genitive is deter-
mined not by the opposition of definite quantity vs. indefinite quantity, but by the opposition of
part vs. whole. The marked member of the latter opposition is the partitive genitive, the unmarked
member being the objective accusative or the subjective nominative. ‘

In Lithuanian the part —whole opposition is considerably restricted by the semantic peculiarities
of the verb, its actants and the linguistic context. The partitive genitive occurs in the position of
the subject only with existential or motion verbs. Yet the partitive genitive is much more frequent
in Lithuanian than, for instance, in Russian. .

As the part—whole opposition is in essence a quantitative opposition, there is no reason why
we should speak about the expression of zero quantity or introduce a zero quantitative seme,
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M. Dauksa 1595 m. katekizme lenky Yodj przedmowa i§verté prabilis. Si termmq
dar vartojo K. Sirvydas (SD* 142) ir K. Biiga (,,Aisti¥ki studijai®, 1908 m.), bet platiau
jis nejsigaléjol. Idomu, kad M. Dauk3a Prdbilis jrasé tik i kolontitula (p. 4-—8),
o pacios pratarmés antrastéje (p.3) jo néra: ja sudare tik Zodziai Skaititoiop krikfcfio-
nifkop. E. Volterio leidime? Prdbilis taip pat eina kolontitulu: atspaustas gerokai
aukitiau negu antrasté. J. Gerulis | tai neatkreipé démesio ir savo chrestomatijoje?
(labai daZnai kalbininky vartojamoje) taji Prabzlzs suplaké su antraste, tuo klaidin-
damas skaitytojus.
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